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August  14th,   1943 


Executive  Officer* 

WALTER  WHITE 

Secretary 

ROY  WILKINS 

Assistant  Secretary 
THURGOOD  MARSHALL 
Special  Counsel 
MILTON  KONVITZ 
Assistant  Special  Counsel 


Dear  Priend: 

A  shooting  perversion  of  law  and  justice  is  evident  in 
the  handling  by  the  police  of  the  recent  Detroit  race  riot.  These 
facts  explain  much:  out  of  34  persons  killed,  25  were  Negroes 
Seventeen  of  the  Negro  deaths  were  directly  attributable  to  police 
action.  More  than  1800  persons  were  arrested  during  the  rioting,  of 
those  arrested  more  than  1,200  were  Negroes.  The  police  were  "neutral 
a-ainst"  the  Negro  on  those  Moody  three  days.   This  is  not  equality 
under  law  in  the  great  tradition  of  American  democracy. 

Six  weeks  later  to  the  day  the  New  York  City  administra- 
tion and  police  were  tested  in  a  similar  situation.  A  dispute  between 
a  white  policeman  and  a  Negro  soldier  in  New  York-s  Harlem  led  to  th e 
N.tion.1  L.g.l  Comm.H.^iiet_^mdlncp  Qf  ^  goidier.  In  the  ensuing  widespread  civil  dis- 
turbance, which  might  easily  have  degenerated  into  race  riot  Mayor 
F.  H.  DaGuardia  and  his  Police  Commissioner  succeeded  in  quelling 
the  mob  spirit  by  an  exemplary  exercise  of  firmness  and  tact.  With 
the  help  of  Negro  leaders,  including  Walter  White  of  the  ^"^ 
Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Colored  People,  the  civil  disturb- 
ance carried  on  by  an  atypical  minority  was  effectively  suppressed 
New  YoS  has  demonstrated  brilliantly  that  the  police  need  not  be  an 
instrument  against  the  Negro  instead  of  a  shield  for  the  public. 

Our  reaction  to  the  bloody  events  in  Detroit  may 
determine  cur  country's  racial  policy  fo r  Stations  to  jMB 
we  do  not  need  the  lesson  of  New  York  to  know  that  other  Detroita 
threaten  in  almost  every  large  city  in  America.  Our  stand  may 
fiES^Sa*  oJr  fortunes  on  world  ^"lefronts  .here  de as 
are  weapons,  more  powerful  than  armies,  reaching  across  *°rtified 
frontiers  into  the  minds  and  hearts  of  our  enemies  and  our  allies 
alike  the  brown  and  the  yellow  skinned.  A  great  part  of  the  / 
answer  to  the  question  raised  throughout  the  world,  "Does  America 
mean  freedom  for  ALL?"  resides  in  our  answer  to  Detroxt. 


(on.  William  H.  Hastie 

Chairman 

Ion.  Charles  W.  Anderson 

Ion.  Homer  S.  Brown 

Morris  L.  Ernst 

"/alter  A.  Gordon 

\rthur  Garfield  Hays 

loyd  Garrison 

homes  L.  Griffith,  Jr. 

esse  S.  Heslip 

Charles  H.  Houston 

Villiam  F.  Illig 

George  M.  Johnson 

Carl  N.  Uewellvn 

t.  Alexander  Looby 

:dward  P.  Lovett 

lames  Marshall 

;.  D.  McGill 

\/V.  Robert  Ming,  Jr. 

rvin  C.  Mollison 

r.  G.  Nutter 

Leon  A.  Ransom 

Louis  L.  Redding 

Arthur  D.  Shores 

Theodore  Spaulding 

A.  T.  Welden 


In  this  crisis  I  ask  you  to  associate  yourself  with 
the  enclosed  statement  signed  by  more  than  one  hundred  leaders  in 


A.  Neilson/mm 


Contributions  are  deductible  for  U.  S.  Income  Tax  Purposes 


Publicist 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

MRS.    MARY    McLEOD    BETHUNE 
President.  Bethune-Cookman 


DR.  RUFUS  CLEMENT 

President,   Atlanta    University 
Atlanta,  Ga. 


WILLIAM  A.  FOUNTAIN 
Bishop,  A.  M.  E.  Church 
Atlanta,  Ga. 

CHRISTIAN    GAUSS 
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/>N-A.A.C-P»  STATEMENT  ON  BI -RACIAL 
HOUS jJG.  FH^  DETROIT 

Submitted  to  trie  Detroit  Housing  Commission 
Ey         -V 

Dr.  James  J/McClendon,M.D. 
President  Detroit  Branch. H. A. A. C. P. 

Thursday,  April  22,  1943 
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While  we  are  in  the  midst  of  an  all  out  effort  to  accomplish 
the  most  strenuous  task  ever  tackled  by  the  United  States,  the  win- 
ning of  the  war  against  fascism,  we  are  today  arguing  in  favor  of  the 
fundamental  tenets  of  the  democracy  we  wish  to  preserve,  the  enjoyment 
of  certain  rights  and  privileges  guaranteed  to  all  citizens  of  the 
United  States, 

War  housing  is  one  of  the  prerequisites  to  victory.  The  Gov- 
ernment has  initiated  an  extensive  program  of  housing  for  war  workers 
which  is  designed  to  satisfy  the  need  in  specific  areas.  This  is 
necessary  in  order  that  the  materiel  for  victory  can  be  speedily  pro- 
duced. 

The  Detroit  Housing  Commission,  acting  as  £.s;ent  for  the  Feder- 
al Public  Housing  Authority;  is  charged  with  certain  duties  and  res- 
ponsibilities relative  to  the  operation  of  war  housing  projects  erec- 
ted in  this  area.  It  has  the  right  to  declare  the  policy  of  occupancy. 
FPHA  has  said  that  the  local  housing  authority,  in  this  case  our  ©wn 
Commission,  "shall  make  the  decision.,  and  take  the  responsibility  ,or 
it."- 
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Colored  People 
ible  and  con- 
chieve  the 
s  embodied  in 

United  States 
•  your  honor - 

war  housing 
and  ready  for 


The  National  Association  for  the  Advancement  of 
requests  that  a  policy  of  occupancy  which  will  be  compat 
sistent  with  our  war  aims  be  declared  immediately.  To  a 
four  freedoms  for  all,  to  live  up  to  the  noble  sentiment 
the  Atlantic  Charter,  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the 
Constitution  and  the  Michigan  Constitution,  we  urge  that 
able  body  declare  a  bi-racial  policy  of  occupancy  or  all 
projects  now  in  Drocess  of  building  and  those  completed 
occupancy.  We  feel  that  this  is  your  responsibility. 

Segregation  in  war  housing  should  not  be  the  policy  in  Detroit 
Michigan  his  I  liberal  background  and  history.  We  have  always  advanced 
tn cfuse  o?  minorities.  This  state  was  one  of  the  stations  on  the 
under-round  railroad.  Through  Michigan  and  especially  through  Detroit, 
ran  that  vehicle  which  spirited  thousands  of  slaves  to  freedom. 

Michigan  served  nobly  in  the  Civil  War.   It  led  the  way  in 
the  abolition  o*  slavery.   For  the  cause  of  freedom,  ^J^jj^ 

Michigan  soldiers  gave  their  lives  in  order  that  mankind  in  America 
could  enjoy  the  rights  of  human  equality. 

Segregation  has  no  place  in  democracy;  segregation  has  no 
place  in  Michigan;  segregation  has  no  place  in  Detroit. 

Herbert  Emmerich-Hearing  on  Independent  Offices  Sill  1944  pp!123 
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"Let  ei^ery  man  who  fights  or  plays  exercise  his  just 
and  equal  right  to  vote — 

"Our  liberty  can  never  be  saved  but  in  the  hands  of 

the  people  themselves." 

—Thomas  Jefferson 
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BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA 
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